
Fairtrade America



Fairtrade 101
What problem is 
fairtrade aiming to 
solve? How?

How does the fairtrade
system work?
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What‘s the problem?

On the farm: 

– Child labor

– Climate change

– Lack of access to finance

– Gender inequality

– Worker abuses
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In the supply chain:

– Supply chain bottlenecks

– Lack of demand

– Lack of transparency & traceability

– Pure profit motive



The world today

the challenges the world faces are intricately 
interconnected:

– We cannot address poverty until we address
inequaltiy

– Rampant development exacerbates Climate change

– Any approach to eradicating child labor and forced
labor must address sustainable livelihoods
throughout value chains

– Lack of equal rights for women inhibits progress
across the board
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The world we want

Fairtrade seeks a world where: 

– The benefits of trade are distributed more equitably

– Human rights are respected at every stage of the
value chain, from the largest multinational to the
smallest producer organization

– Business contributes to solutions rather than
exacerbating problems

– Fairness and justice come first

– Governments and policymakers actively foster the
environment required for trade to drive living
income and living wage
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Fairtrade‘s vision
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A world in which all producers can enjoy secure and sustainable livelihoods, 
fulfil their potential and decide on their futures



Fairtrade certification means:
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1
Growing without 
harmful 
chemicals

Fairtrade encourages sustainable
production and initiates a long-term 
approach to environmental protection. 
No GMOs are allowed in Fairtrade.

2Labor 
Standards

Fairtrade makes sure that farms
comply with the highest labor
standards, including no child labor, 
freedom of association and non-
discrimination policies. 

3Handled and
traded fairly

Fairtrade audits farms and
traders annually to ensure that
the whole supply chain
complies with the standards.4 Fair 

pricing
Fairtrade guarantees producers a 
fair price that reflects the costs of
producing sustainably.

5Giving back to
communities

Upon sales of their Fairtrade 
products, small-scale farmers and
workers receive the Fairtrade 
Premium, which they can invest to
develop their businesses and
empower their communities.



Fairtrade system structure
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Fairtrade in 2014-2015
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Most 
trusted

Ethical label 
Worldwide &

In the uS


